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‘Whaline’s Cruitful [forties 


AS THE whaling industry 

reached new proportions 
along the north shore of Long 
Island in the early 1840's, it is 
said to have affected every 
community from Brooklyn to 
the Hamptons. Men from al- 
most every village signed up 
for voyages while other men 
found employment in some 
business supplying the indus- 
try’s needs. Brooklyn, for in- 
stance, manufactured a great 
part of the rope used on Long 
Island whaleships, from heavy 
anchor cable to the lightest 
rigging and including the long, 
strong lines to which harpoons 
were attached. Blacksmith 
shops and sail-lofts in all parts 
of the island did most of their 
work for whaleships. Staves 
and hoops for whaleoil barrels 
were turned out in several 
south side moulding mil!s as 
were tackle blocks and other 
wood products used aboard 
ship. 

One of the chief worries of 
the industry at Sag Harbor as 
the fleet grew in size was the 
water supply. There was 
plenty of water, it seems, but 
to get it into the ships’ tanks 
posed an ever increasing prob- 
lem. For some years the only 
available fresh water came 
from the village pump which 
stood quite a distance up the 
main street from Long Wharf. 
As Long Wharf became longer 
bv several additions, it became 
more difficult to find men who 
would roll an empty cask from 
this mooring up the street to 
the pump, there work the 
handle until the cask was filled 
and tightly bunged, and then 
trundle it back and aboard- 
ship. 


In 1827 the Acqueduct Com- 
pany was formed at Sag Har- 
bor to supply water direct to 
the ships from its own well. 
Pipes were laid from the well 
to the end of Long Wharf and 
the water was pumped by 
means of a windlass operated 
bv a horse. People drove into 


‘749 
| allo) 


town from miles away to see 
this great modern improve- 
ment and watch the horse 
make its endless rounds at the 
end of the shaft which 
kept the well piston rising and 
falling. 


OULe] 


A still greater improvement 
came some later when 
the company installed a huge 
donkey engine in place of Old 
Dobbin. There was, however, 
much complainine for a time 
-engine’s constant chug- 
gire annoyed nearby dwellers 
in this era of silent sailing 


years 


as tl 


ships. Nevertheless, the noise 
was finally accepted as one of 
the penalties of living in a port 
that was now experiencing 
the greatest prosperity in its 
existence. 

Harry D. Sleight declared 
some years ago that during the 
“Fruitful Forties’ one thou- 
sand seamen were employed 
on Sag Harbor whaling ships, 
with more than that number 
of men employed in the village, 
not to mention the tens of 
thousands of Long Islanders 
working for the industry in 
other communities. There 
were usually at least a score 


Whalers’ Church, Sag Harbor 
Before the 1938 Hurricane Demolished Steeple 
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harbor 
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and 

boat 


of whaleships in the 
and many other craft 
ing §=freighting 
chooner " cordwood 
fishing craft of all kinds and 
packets which ran to New Lon- 
don and New York. 

During the Golden Av of 
Whaling, oil brought around 31 
conts a gallon, sperm, twice 
that amount, and bone, about 
10 cents a pound. Although 
prices went higher later on, 
during the early 40’s whales 
were plentiful nearer at home 
and sometimes a ship’s one 
voyage brought a profit of 39 
per cent on the capital invest- 
ment, and several such voy- 
would pay for the ship 


sloops 


ape 
itself 
The early 40's marked an 
era of notable voyages and un- 
usually large cargoes for Long 
Island whaleships. The bark 
Monmouth grossed $93,000 on 
five trips. The Alcyone, com 
manded by Captain Jesse Hal- 
ey, produced 2,800 barrels of 
oil besides sperm and bone on 
a single voyage. Captain B. F. 
Heman’s Cornelius Howland 
returned $23,000) from one 
venture, while on ten trips 
the Thames grossed $200,000. 
Four trips of the Hannibal 
produced 47 barrels of sperm, 
7.319 of oil and 29,542 pounds 
of bone, while for seven voy- 
ags her take was 290 barrels of 
sperm, 52,391 of oil and 
105,546 pounds of bone. The 
Cadmus in seven months col- 
lected barrels of sperm, 
1,906 of oil and 16,040 pounds 
of bone, which brought a hand 
some bonus to her master, 
Captain George Howell. In 
1813, the Silas Richards, away 
two years and four months, 
brought home a $54,722 cargo. 
The size and value of car- 
goes varied according to wea- 
ther, route and “luck”. The 
Gem, Captain T. B. Worth of 
Cutchogue, in eight months re- 
turned with 2,275 barrels of 
oil and 17,511 pounds of bone, 
while the Henry, Captain M. 
Kk. Cartwright of Shelter 
Island, brought in a similar 
cargo in the same length of 
time, with an addition of 130 
barrels of precious sperm. 


or 
ood 


Continued on page 213 
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[ine of (Courageous ‘Women_ 


BIGAIL Hempsend  Led- 
yard, daughter o: Squire 
Robert Hempstead of South- 
old and mother of John Led- 
vard, the famous world trav- 
eler, was also the mother of 
Methodism at Southold where 
she had been left on the eve of 
the Revolution at the death in 
1776 of her second husband, 
Dr. Micah Moore, village phy- 
sician, with his one daughter 
by a former marriage and their 
own three. John, her first 
born, was then twenty-five 
and away with Captain James 
Cook on the latter’s third and 
last voyage of exploration. 
John’s brother George was also 
at sea while another brother 
James remained at Southold. 
Abigail ever after lived at 
the Moore home near the 
northeast corner of the junc- 
tion of Southold’s main road 
and present Boisseau avenue. 
There during the War she ran 
a house for paying guests, 
often enemy soldiers, to sup- 
port herself and children. At 
her death in 1805, a son-in-law, 
Matthias Case, became propri- 
etor. 

In front of this early 17th 
century house during the fore- 
part of the 19th century town 
meetings were held. The pre- 
siding officer stood on the 
doorstep and the aves and nays 
lined up on either side. “Wild 
cherry rum and other stimu- 
lants were abundant and not a 
few persons would get several 
points bevond sobriety.” 

Widow Moore’s tavern was 
the scene of many incidents 
during the Revolution while 
English and German soldiers 
were encamped near the L’- 
Hommedieu mansion by the 
bay front and enemy vessels 
were anchored in the harbor. 
The Vail house opposite Town 
Harbor lane, a short distance 
to the east, was the headquar- 
ters of the British officers. 

On one occasion Widow 
Moore secreted two British de- 
serters in her tavern and in the 


Dy; ° ¢ Varence Ashton VY bod 


darkness of night led them to 
the Sound from whence they 
made their way to New Eng- 
land. 

Stepdaughter Jerusha, the 
surviving child of Dr. Moore, 
became enamoured of the com- 
mander of the British frigate 
Swan, anchored off the L’- 
Hommedieu landing and one 
night was missing. Abigail 
thereupon recalled her own 
elopement at Setauket with 
Captain John Ledyard, father 
ol her seafaring son, and ac- 
companied by a_ neighbor, 
tracked the girl to the Sound 
where, undaunted, she boarded 
the enemy ship. The outcome 
Was a marriage performed by 
the village pastor, Rev. John 
Storrs, and Jerusha sailed hap- 
pily away with her husband, 
Captain Richard Mann. With- 
in two years, however, she 
returned, died of sma'lpox at 
21 and was buried at Matti- 
tuck. 

The eldest of the three 
daughters born to Dr. Micah 
and Abigail Hempstead Led- 
yard Moore in 1765 was also 
named Abigail. She became 
the wife of Capt. Jonathan 
Landon and died in 1833. They 


had a daughter Rebecca who 
married Henry Peters. Abigail 
Landon’s sister Julia married 
Matthias Case, son of Lieut. 
Moses Case and they became 
the parents of Jerusha, 
Hutchinson H., Maria and Al- 
bert G. Case. Julia Moore Case 
died in 1855, aged &8. 

Hutchinson H. Case wed 
Chariiy Albertson, daughter 
of William and Sarah Conklin 
Albertson of Ashamomoque. 
He kept a store on Blubber 
Row at Cutchogue, was the 
first president of the Suffolk 
County Mutual Insurance 
Company and secretary o1 the 
Southold Commoners. Their 
daughter Julia Moore Case 
married Captain Theron” Bb. 
Worth in 1852. He was one of 
the organizers of the Southold 
Savings Bank in 1858, served 
as town assessor and supervi- 
sor and died in 1888. Maria 
Case became the wife of Law- 
yer Joseph Hull Goldsmith of 
New York and later of South- 
old where he was a charter 
member of the Universalist 
Church and a'so served as 
county treasurer. 

Phebe Moore, half-sister of 
the explorer and the seven 
teenth child of Dr. Moore, mar- 
ried Joseph Parker Wickham, 





The Old House, Cutchogue, 1660 
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Mattituck lawyer, and son of 
Major Parker Wickham, also a 
lawyer, who became a Tory 
and lost his estate by confisca- 
tion. At war’s end son Joseph 
journeyed to England and un- 
success: ully sought reimburse 
ment of his father’s losses. 

At the death of her husband 
in 1806 Phebe Moore Wick- 
ham, after liberating the fam- 
ily laves, married Edward 
Smith of Stonington, Ct. He 
died two years later and she 
returned to Southold with her 
child William Edward Smith. 
In 1816 she married as he 
third husband Deacon Ebene- 
zey Denison of Stonington. 
Phebe had been first a mem 
her of the Southold Presbyter- 
ian Church but when she mar- 
ried Wickham and located at 
Mattituck she joined” the 
church there. In 1793, thir 
teen vears after Robert Raikes 
organized the first Sunday 
School in Gloucester, England, 
she organized such a school in 
her Mattituck home, the first 
Sunday School on Long Island 
and perhaps in this State. 

Arter her second marriage 
she started a similar school at 
Stonington and again, upon 
her return as a widow. to 
Southold, she organized her 
third school there in 1813 in 
the home of her sister Abigail, 
Mrs. Jonathan Landon. Still 
again while living at Mystic 
with her third husband, Phebe 
opened her fourth Sunday 
School in the sail-loft of 
Charles Mallory. She = died 
April 4, 1840. 

Fanny Ledyard, only daugh- 
ter of Abigail Hempstead and 
her first husband, Captain 
John Ledyard who was lost at 
son in 1762, and sister to John 
the Traveler, was born at Gro- 
ton, Ct., but during part of 
the Revolution conducted a 
millinery shop at Southold be- 
fore returning to Groton and 
the home of her uncle Col. Wil- 
liam Ledyard. At the fall of 
Fort Griswold, near the Col- 
onel’s home, Sept. 6, 1781, 
when he and many of his men 
were slain, Fanny entered the 
fort and bravely ministered to 
the wounded and dving 


diers. 


sol- 


Later Fanny Ledyard re 
turned to Southold and mar- 
ried Richard Peters, a mer- 
chant who had acquired th 
Col. John Youngs 1760 home 
stead, a part of which still 
stands on the east side ofl 
Yourgs avenue, south of Main 
street. Richard died in 1810 
but Fanny lived there until her 
death in 1816. 

Richard and Fanny Peters’ 
son Henry married Rebecca 
Landon and one of their sons 
Richard L. Peters who 
spent his younger vears whal- 
ing. He was a man of strong 
individuality who professed no 
religion, but at his death in 
1889 gave a great deal to the 
local churches. The homestead 
on Youngs avenve went to his 
dauwhter, Rebecca Peters 
Downs. 

The grave of Fanny Ledyard 
Peters, sister of John Ledvard 
the Trave'er, is in the old 
“outhold cemetery where on 
June 14, 1895, the Fanny 
}edyvard Chapter. D.A.R., of 
Mvstie. Ct., unveiled a vran- 
ite tablet in memory of thi 
courageous member of a not 
able Lone Island family, “‘the 
ministering angel” of Fort 
Griswold, 
to which 


WAS 


Mrs. 


Rebecea = L. 


Peters Downs, @reat-niece of 


John the Traveler, presented 
a painting of a scene on a tropi- 
cal island once visited by 
John. The painting had hune 
for many years in the Col. 
John Youngs homestead at 
Southold, long the home ot 
Fanny Ledvard after her mar- 
riage to Richard Peters. 
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GAIN I turn to the pages 

of Miss Emily Smith’s 

scrapbook and the interesting 
tales of Mr. John Mount. 

The house beyond the old 
Brewster house in East Se- 
tauket (second house shown in 
Wiliam Mount’s painting 
“Long Island Farm Houses”) 
was built by John Brewster in 
1X01. In the early part of the 
nineteenth century an epi- 
demic of measles broke out in 
Setauket. Mr. John Brewster 
died from it. A negro slave 
boy named Andrew was also 
stricken with it. Years a:ter- 
wards Andrew told Mr. Mount 
of his experiences. 

When Andrew was _ taken 
with what was then a very ser- 
ious disease, he was sent to 
the care of a colored famil\ 
named Tice who lived in the 


cove where the split rock is, on 
the west side of Setauket har- 
bor. They piled covers on top 
of him and gave him hot 
drinks but to no avail. 

One night Andrew, burning 
with fever, slipped out of the 
house and down to the spring, 
and drank his fill. He man- 
aged to get back to the house 
unnoticed and went to sleep. 
The next morning the rash 
had broken out and his life 
was saved. Though Andrew 
was soon set free he always 
reniained faithful to the Brew- 
ster family. 

Every 4th of July he cele- 
brated by cleaning the famil\ 
graveyard. That was the 
only time in the whole vear 
that he smoked a cigar. He 


LONG 


crapbook 


usually smoked a pipe and per- 
haps thought that a pipe was 
not respectful when working 
among those old family 
graves. He had his own little 
house which at the time Mr. 
Mount wrote had been moved 
and was one of the small build- 
ings in Mr. Isaac Golden's back 
vard. 

I will now turn to a clipping 
about General Spinola’s place 
on Crane Neck. ‘the General’s 
house, later destroyed by fire, 
had one large room which it 
was said had been built to en- 
tertain Tammany Hall friends. 
Mr. Mount claims that General 
Spinola was born at the old 
Mount house in Stony Brook 
which I didn’t know. 

But it was not of the Spinola 
house or its owner but of an in- 
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Continued on page 212 


A LONG ISLAND LANDSCAPE BY WILLIAM S. MOUNT 
This East Setauket Painting Shows the Old Brewster Homes 
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ading River’s SBurying Ground 


ADING River’s earliest 
settlers followed the 
custom of their time in bury- 
ing their dead, as in other mat- 
ters. For generations, fami- 
lies interred their loved ones 
on their own land. If marked 
at all, the graves were marked 
by crude pieces of native stone. 
Perhaps some devoted relative 
might cut the date, sometimes 
even the full name, with a 
stone chisel on the best face 
of the rock. But more often 
than not there were no marks 
on the stone, or no stone at all. 
As the current generation 
passed on, survivors forgot 
who was buried where, and 
when. Small wonder that early 
burial records leave so much 
to be desired! 


This careless habit pre- 
vailed in Wading River until 
the first regular “burying 
ground” was set aside on the 
property which at that time 
was owned by Gabriel Mills. 

Mr. Mills agreed to a deed of 
gift for this piece to the Con- 
gregational Church, for a 
burying ground, provided the 
church would ferce it within 
a vear from the time of givine. 
In 1812, the church agreed to 
the fencing, even though the 
records express a fear that in 
so doing they would be making 
it into a more “‘public plase’’, a 
fact which they seemed to find 
undesirable. However, since 
the ‘‘animales” had been “‘stra- 
veing’, the fence had come to 
be regarded as the lesser evil, 
and in that year the church 
agreed to pay for the fencing 
of it, if the trustees could come 
to an agreement with Gabriel 
Mills as to the quantity of 
ground. 


No deed seems to have been 
forthcoming at just that point, 
but when Mr. Mills sold the 
land to George Hudson some 
vears later it was with the 
reservation of “the one acre 
burving ground of the 
church”, Later the church re- 
ceived a deed for the property. 


ky elyn Rowley Aeter 


This was and is known as the 
Oliver’s Hill Cemetery, and is 
still plainly to be seen on the 
road leading to Wading River's 
pubic beach. 

Many of the graves that are 
visibly marked are those of 
members of the Hudson fam- 
ily or relatives thereof. This 
is understandable, since the 
property was long in the hands 
of the Hudson family and was 
thelr burying spot. 

It is believed that Major 
Frederick Hudson's unlocated 
grave is somewhere nearby. 
His daughter Diana who de- 
parted this life in 1774 at the 
age of one vear, four months 


Booklet, “The Bowne House” 


A recent outstanding publica 
tiun is cne entitled “The Bowne 
Houce, 1661, A National Shrine t« 
Religious Freedom.” It is issued by 
The Historical So 
ciety of which Su 
Charles S. 


Bowne House 
Flushing of 


preme Court Justice 
Cvilden is president. Handsomely 
bound, princed and illustrated, the 
b -oklet contains a masterful Mes- 
sage by Justice Colden who pays 
a glowing tribute to the bo klec’s 
author namely: Haynes Trebo1 
and Miss Margaret I. Carman, local 
hisurians cf note, and Dr. Albert 
B. Corey, State Historian. They, 


The Bowne House 


and nine days, is buried there, 
with headstone plainly 
marked: ‘Sleep lovely babe, 
and take your silent rest. God 
called you early because he 
thought it best.” 

Frederick’s son Oliver, for 
whom the hill and cemetery 
are named, lies there also, with 
stone bearing date of 1812 and 
the information that he was 44 
years and three months old 
when he died: “Awake my 
muse, the sad widow and or- 
phans strain, To tell the good- 
ness and the deathless tame, 
Of this father, servant of his 
God, And friend of man, his 
country’s chiefest good. Long 
toiled for us, poor orphans, be- 


) 


Continued on page 212 


declares Justice Colden: “have cap 
tured and beautifully expressed the 
spirit for which our beloved 
Bowne House stands. To them and 
to our fellow member, Mr. Samuel 
S. Tripp, author, lecturer, and 
distinguished past president of the 
Queens County Bar Association, 
who has given devoted assistance 
to us in editing this book during 
many days and nights of prepara 
tion, we are all most grateful.” 
President Colden’s fellow officers 
of the Historical Society are: Le 
Roy T. Stratton and Laurence B. 
Halleran, vice-presivents; Franklin 
Fk. Regan, treasurer; Mrs. Edward 
J. Streator, secretary, and Miss 
Margaret |. Carman, historian. 


from Watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis 
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austerity. He is also remembered, I 
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tent as a pedestrian and 
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letters he received from self con 
tituted so-called reformers, ir 
cluding many clergymen, 
him how he should run the City 
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John P. McCarthy, HAROLD S. ISHAM 
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Circus ef 1846 

The circus at Port Jefferson Mastie 
the early IXn0s, described ( 
vividly in the Kate BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Wheeier Strong in your September Re 

ue, Was not the first on Long 
Island. There was apparently quit 
an actonishing one tor the time at 
Harbor in 1846, Here is a 
brief reference to it by the famou 
diarist, Daniel Hildreth of Sever 
Ponds, who seldom missed anything 
pectacular within twenty miles cof 
during his lifetime of near 
81 years. In an entry for May &, 
1X46 he wrote: 

“A caravan of 
exhibited at the 
drawn by 96 horses 
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Appraisals - Insurance 
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CLIFFORD R. YERK 
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Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Real Estate Broker 
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number of wild animals, and it was 
the grandest show ever to be on 
Leng Island.” 

Incidentally, farmers were do 
ing better on Long Island that year 
than they are 107 years 
on May 11, 1846 Hildreth 
that “potatoes are 
bushel.” At the 
hands’ wages were not more than a 
dollar for a day that lasted from 
sun-up to sun-down 

Ernest S. Clowes, 
Bridgehampton 


recoras 
dollar a 
time farm 


one 


same 


No Man's Land, Long Island 


Under the above title, the Forum 
IS 1 ulng the 
the Shinnecock Indians which ap 
peared in its October issue. Writ 
ten by Henry S. Manley of Al 
bany, Assistant Attorney General 
of the State of New York, who 
represented the State in litigation 
having to do with title to a cer 
‘ain strip of land, leng overlooked, 
in Southampton town, the article 
little known chapter 


unusual article on 


comprises a 
in Shinnecock history 

Mr. Manley wrote us that he 
and Attorney David Gilmartin, rep 
resenting a claimant to the land, 
unearthed so much new material in 
their research that it was deemed 
important from a historical stand 
peint to bring it to light beyond 
the actual needs of the case. Surely 
it is material that should be in 
the hands of every library, school 
and student of island history 

The pamphlet may be ordered 
from the Forum at $1 a copy pest 
paid while the limited edition 
lasts 


Oldest Rural Bank 


I always thoucht Brosklyn could 
claim Long Island’s oldest banl 
Or did you refer only to savings 
banks ? ‘ 

C. R. Cadman 

No, we had reference only to 

rural banks. Editor 
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Volumes of the 
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hard cover, cloth binding with gilt 
letterine should be ordered as early 
as possible from Single 
vear 1953, $5 postpaid. Two year 

books. $8 
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Wading River 


Continued From Page “uy 


fore; But now he’s dead, his 
virtues charm no more,” 


Typical of the cheerless sen- 
timeut of his era, the stone of 
Lenjamin Woodhull, who died 
January 12, 1839, cries a warn- 
ing to those who may plainly 

ce it lroin the highway: “Be 
hold and see as you pass by, 
As you are now, so once was I, 
As I am now, soon you must 
be, Prepare for death and fol- 


Ow me 


On the far south boundary 
of the ground, is the admoni- 
tion: “Dear fellow youths, 
come view my tomb, And learn 
how your death will 
come; Be wise to make the 
Lord your trust, Before you 
take your sleep in dust,” which 
recalls the travic end of Sam- 
uel Anderson, aged 19, of 
Lynne, Connecticut, who per- 
ished off these shores on May 
17, 1816, as he made passage 
on Long Island Sound to New 
York City. 


SOQon 


Time marched on, cemetery- 
wise, and on March 11, 1847, 
the Religious Society of Wad- 
ing River, which at that time 
meant the Congregational 
Church, purchased of Sylves- 
ter Miller one and. one-half 
acres on the North Wading 
River road, for $125, for the 
purpose of creating the Wad 
ing River Cemetery. This was 
the nucleus of the cemetery 
which is still in use. 

On July 14, 1871, a second 
piece was added to the original, 
this time purchased from 
Thomas Coles. Still later, 
rrom the Coles estate, tne 
church obtained a third sec- 
tion, making the present size 
of the spot five This 
cemetery was operated by the 
Religious Society until Febru- 
ary 27, 1904, when it was 
deeded to the Wading River 
Cemetery Association shortly 
after that body, which had 
heen in existence about 
the turn of the century, be- 
came incorporated. 

At the time of the incorpor- 
ation, Lewis Hulse and Fran 
cis Woodhull were elected 


acres, 


Sines 


directors to serve till the first 
annual meeting, Theodore 
Woodhull and James Rowland 
t erve till tae second annual 
meeting, and Elihu S. Miller 
and Isaac R. Valentine to the 
third annual meeting. The 
certificate of incorporation 
was signed by F. S. Woodhull, 
Elihu S. Miller, T. Ic. Woodhull, 
C. H. Woodhull, J. A. Rowland, 
I). S. Hawkins, Jennie F. 
Payne, Samuel H. Rowley, 
Mugene M. Hudson and Joseph 
C. Valentine. 

It is a beautiful natural spot, 
attractively landscaped, and 
although rot as old as its pre- 
decessor, it offers plenty ot 
interesting material. 

Unique among its contemp- 
oraries, even in its” recent 
vears, the Wading River Cem- 
etery boasts a set of records so 
complete in detail and so filled 
with pertinent data that the) 
have attracted enthusiastic 
comment from the State Cem- 
etery Board, and from ceme- 
tery groups and committees in 
this and other states. The 
person directly responsible foi 
their perfection is William L. 
Miller, officer of the Cemetery 
Association, current president 
of the Wading River Histori- 
cal Society, who is conscienti- 
ously interested in the history 
of the village of which his fam- 
ily has long been a vital part. 


Scrapbook 


Continued trom 


pete 
habitant of the stables of 
which Mr. John Mount wrote. 

It seems that the stables 
contaired (when he did not 
kick his way out) a big jack- 
which had been used in 
Tammany initiations. This 
was before he got so old and 
cranky that il was no longe) 
safe to use him and he had 
been sent to the country to end 
his days. 

He had a verv powerful voice 
which could be heard at the 
Setauket school and = which 
‘twas said, served as a warn 
ine to vesse's passing on the 
Sound in foggy weather. 

Mr. Mount also claimed that 
Vineent Dickerson once raised 
a 100 pound pumpkin. | won 


ass 


NOVEMBER, 1953 
der can farmers of today equal 
that! 

There are many more inter- 
esting tales in the old Mount 
crap book, but this has to go 
in the mail, so no time fot 

ore. 
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Whaling 


ued trom page 4 


On four voyages the Phoe- 
nix produccd 393 barrels of 
sperm, 8,993 of oil and 72,749 
pounds of bone, while three 
voyages of the Thomas Dicka- 
son brought in 395 barrels of 
sperm, 12,086 of oil and 
115,000 pounds of bone. The 
283-ton Marcus, one of the 
smallest members of the Long 
Island fleet, set a mark for 
fast work by going to the False 
Banks of Brazil and returning 
six months later with 64 bar- 
rels of sperm, 1,627 of oil and 
15,387 cf bone. This was an 
idea! voyage from the owners’ 
standpoint as time was an im- 
portant factor in determining 
the profit. Although the Ply- 
mouth, Captain Lawrence B. 
Edwards, brought heme pro- 
ducts which grossed $71,000 
her voyage had extended to 
the North Pacific and = con- 
sumed three years, four 
menths and 28 days. 

In 1843 there were 43 
Whaleships registered at Sag 
Harbor which made that port 
the fifth in the nation in point 
of whaling ships. Including 
seven. vessels belonging = at 
Greenport, three at Cold 
Spring Harbor and one at New 
Suffolk, according to Harry 
Sleight, Long Island had 54 of 
the 455 which com- 
prised America’s entire whal- 
ing fleet of that dav. New Bed- 
ford led the nation with 205 
whaleships. Nantucket had 86, 
New London 49 and Fair 
Haven 45. There is no ques- 
tion that during that era the 
Long Island Sound led the 
world as homegrounds for 
such vessels. 

In 1837 
brought to 


vessels 


whale products 
Harbor to- 
talled $690,000; in 1838, 
$460,000: 1839, $450,000; 
1840, $370,000; 1841 $660,000 ; 
1842, $210,000; 1843 $750,000 ; 
1844, $510,000; 1845 $675,000; 
1846, $400,000, and 1847, the 
peak year, $995,000. 

sv 1845, the year of 
Harbor’s disastrous fire 
which destroved at least two 
whaling vessels along with the 
Wharves, shipyards,  ware- 


Sag 


Sag 


houses and much of the port’s 
tion, the Long 
Island fleet had grown to 63 
ships, ranging in size from the 
little Romulus of only 233 tons 
up to the John Jay of more 
than twice that tonnage. These 
ships included those from Cold 
Spring Harbor, Greenport, 
Wading River and other north 
shore ports as well as Sag 
Harbor. 

The reason that mere 
sels were not destroyed in the 
conflagration of 1845 was the 
departure of nearly all of them 
for distant waters the vear 
before. The greater part of 
these ships returned here in 
1847 which, because of the 
amount of whale-oil, sperm 
and bone they brought in, be- 
came known as “‘the million 
dollar year.” Thirty-two ships 
arriving at Sag Harbor within 
a few months of other 
brought worth 
$995,000, According to figures 
compiled by Luther D. Cook 
eleven years later, the Har- 
bor was fairly submerged by 
the arrival of 605,340 pounds 
of whalebone, 638,712 barrels 
of oil and 3,919 barrels of 
sperm. 

At this time, 
Mr. Cook, himself engaged in 
the whaling industry, prices 
were high and the wealth that 
suddenly poured into the east 
end port and neighboring com 
munities was not only unpre 
cedented but beyond the for 
casts of the most optimistic 
investors. It was an age whei 
a million dollars represented 
a great deal more than it does 
today. Nevertheless, paradox- 


business sé 


Ves- 


each 


Caryoes 


according to 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
ical as it may seem, the return 
of these 32 ships with their 
million dollar cargoes, sealed 
the doom of the whaling in- 
dustry here on Long Island. 

Mr. Cook figured that the 
average length of time con- 
sumed on these 52. separate 
voyages amounted to two 
years, four months, nineteen 
days. Though the average 
gross return per ship was 
slightly over $31,000, this 
meant than $1,100) per 
month per ship, which was 
not sufficient to bring a rea- 
sonable return on the invest- 
ment. As a matter of fact, 
some of the ships which had 
never failed to show a satis- 
factory profit on shorter voy- 
ages ended this vovage in the 
red and in a number of in 
stances they were left to rot 
where they lay. 


less 


Up to a generation before 
this, the bulk of whaling by 
Long Island ships was done in 
the Atlantic with only an oc- 
casional voyage being  ex- 
tended to rounding the Horn 
into the Pacific. As these 
waters were depleted of 
Whales, however, voyages 
were extended up the west 
coast until finally they passed 
through the Behring Straits 
into the Arctic. The 275-ton 
hark Superior, built by Post & 
Sherry at Sag Harbor and 
commanded by Captain 
Thomas Rovee of that village, 
was in fact the first whaling 
ship of any nation to make 
this passave, according to 
Harry D. Sleight. Royce first 
reported that Arctic waters 
abounded with whales which, 
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under the midnight sun, could 
be hunted 24 hours a da 
His voyage, however, con- 
sumed only 13 months and 
showed an enormous profit to 
the little Superior’s owners. 
Following the arrival home 
of the 32-ship fleet in 1847, 
other Long Island vessels con- 
tinued to bring in enormous 
cargoes. Some of these voy- 
had started three and 
even four years before and in 
every in spite of a high 
market, the net returns to the 
owners added weight to the 
growing public opinion that 
the days of the whaling  in- 
dustry on Long Island and for 
Long Island captial were in 
deed numbered. 


ages 


case, 


Long Island’s part in Amer 
ican Whaling cannot be mea 
sured alone in cargoes and diy 
idends the oil and 
bone brought in, the stench 
of try-works, the grimy pro 
cess of squeezing the last pint 
of juice from a gory blubber, 
there was a chivalrous side. 
Long Islanders of the sailing 
ship era scored many a not- 
able achievement beyond kill- 
ing whales. 

The Natchez, for example, 
commanded by Captain Rob- 
ert Waterman, set a world 
mark for the trip from Can- 
ton, China, to New York. An 
other local ship, the Washine- 
ton, circled the globe in 363 
days whaling as she went, 
without once dropping anchor. 
Commanded by Captain I. P. 
Brown of Orient, this vessel 
left Sage Harbor on July 19, 
1843, crossed the Atlantic, 
rounded the Cape of 
Hlope, crossed the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans, rounded Cape 
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Whalekoat et Whaling 


Horn and brought home a fuil 
cargo, 

Captain Lewis J. Cor 
native of Aquebogue, 
manding the bark Luka, in 
1851 carried the first 
cargo (from the Sandwich Is- 
lands) into Washington terri- 
tory. The schooner Sierra 
Nevada, built at Sag Harbor 
by Beniamin Wade and com 
manded by Captain Lawrence 
I. Edwards of East Hampton 
town, made the voyage from 
Shanghai to San Francisco in 
the world record time of 33 
d Vs. 


Will, a 


foreign 


The whaleship Phillip I, sail- 
ing from Long Island in 1856 
with Captain Benjamin Sisson 
in command, is credited with 
having been the first Ameri 
can ship to touch at the then 
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Museum, Sag Harbor 
little known Loo Choo Islands. 
Rescuing a number of Loo 
Chooians from their helpless 
the Phillip I carried 
them to Napa Kang where, 
Captain Sisson, ‘the 
Officials treated me very kind- 
y and invited me and my offi- 
cers to a feast at the court 
house.” 


oat 
JUDK, 


WrOLe 


According to Harry D. 
Sleight, a Sag Harbor bark, 
the Martha II, commanded by 
Captain George S. Tooker of 
Port Jefferson, transported 
America’s first consul to the 
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Japanese empire shortly after experiences which she has written our awesome task. We were met 
Commodore Perry had com- “°8" for me as follows: at the door by dogs and cats, but 
pleted negotiations with the Pa i =" eighties, Peter and inside was utter silen¢ e! It would 
oi Maria Tucker lived in a dilapidated be a good guess taat we did not 
Nipponese government on be- house by the side of the road. It step over the thresiold when we 
half of the United States. To ™ay have been that they had out saw Peter on his knees by Maria's 
Miss Kate W. Strong’s private dices where they had worked had his "loan ould not’mar hat faite 
collection of records are we changed hands, but they seemed He slowly got up, bowed and smiled 
indebted for the intormation — stranded and alone. at us as he took the kind offering 
that the Setauket-built| ship MP cl. _— — Se Lage time ong = - epee 
the ary and Louise, _com- a dagermmil to get food ants for i aied tet haa: ion 
manded by Captain Benjamin old Peter. My brother and I were “Another cld couple of East 
Jones of Setauket, carried the dismayed when we learned that we Setauket, different as day from 
first American missionaries We"® t° take it there. No use pro- night to eld Peter and Maria, were 
: secs testing; that was our job. The day Joe and Marg Doole. After leav- 
into Japan. This Long island «was extremely hot but we felt cold ing the railroad station, going to 
vessel was on a trading voy- all over. The pail was filled with ward the Village center, or to any 
age to China at the time and foed and drink and we started on ether road, cne had to pass the site 
finding the Americans 
stranded there because Chin- 
ese skippers were fearful of 
entering Japanese waters, 
Captain Jones offered his ser- 
vices “in the cause of Chris- 
tian Brotherhood.” 

The Mary and Louise and 
the Martha II were not whal- 
ing ships. They were engaged, 
as many Long Island vessels 
of that era were, in trading, 
going to wherever a cargo was 
consigned and there, if pos- 
sible, obtaining another car- 
go for some other point or 
country. The captains engaged 
in this type of trade were 
much more than ships’ mas- 
ters. Many of them were em- SATTERLY HOMESTEAD, SETAUKET 
powered by their employers Sketched by Emily B. Steffins, a Satterly 
to purchase and sell cargoes 
as well as transport them for 
others. It was this type of 
world trader who first went — 
from sailing ships to steam Dividends 
as a more certain means of O 
insuring a rapid turn-over. on Your 
Some of the later Long Island 
whaling captains also gave up S ° . 
canvas for steamships, the avings 
first to do so being Captain 
Treadwell Weeks of Babylon 
Whose 235-ton Pioneer was at Bay Shore Federal Savings 
the first steam whaleship to 
be registered on the island. 
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Setauket characters. Can it be that and Loan Association 
the Pete Tucker who appeared in 
her article is the same _ Peter y , : . — 
Tucker whom Mother remembers? 134 West Main St. Bay Shore, N. Y. 
My Mother, Annie Smith (later 
Brewster), was born in East Setau 
ket in 1870 and lived there until 
1886. She recalls some personal 
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of Mary Doole’s rough little cabin. 
Joe we - rather heipless paeeen, rey Een PNG 
Sates ia eth a eee What potmeiien words for ola te rs li Headquarters 
a character! She was always , nee > acked up by ich 

. ’ mi ced mas ena hee ’ a letter pig he . Be Mrs. Jessi FOR 
witted ans ac oe anicy at 3. Es re “thel Traphaven 
a : Ate yp Bas i iene who ge 7 ie Treo, - ¢ Home Owners 


rather talk than work, but had to School of Fashion, at 1680 Bro: 


work for herself and Joe. Whether way, New York: LUMBER 


he Was atraia of dogs, or whetuet Dear Miss Trapl ayen 


he needed it for support, Marg Since I attendea the Traphawer HARDWARE 

carried a stick. She wore a black School of Fashion approximately 
hood, and a big apron with huge IX years ago, you will no doubt TOOLS 
pocke These peckets received ail be interested to know how } 
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ve 





orts of bits and pieces that would much I have benefited from t Home Appliances 
be viven to her for the bits and training. I was past middle Z 


pieces of work she did around the when I entered vour echo 
Village mother of four children, all 
| 
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“There were many tales of Marg’s ried, and after my husban 


pa ed 

doings, told to the younger folk, of away I had no desire to become ; Nassau Suffolk 
. ’ I » 

CORP. 


which | was one, and my memory “pesty mother-in-law,’ 0 LUMBER & SUPPLY 
is vivid of her standing in the cided to fulfill a lifelong ambition 


ae gras ae ar te Mrs. Jessie B. Estridge Seven Convenient Locations 
OSILY a well a to a creepines 
years later, when I watched this 
cabin disappearing bit by bit.” 

Mr. John Mount’s articles in the 
Port Jefferson Times under the 


heading “Setauket Old and New” 7 = SCHWARZ 


de 
are well remembered — by my 2 
Mother too We are indebted to z FLORISI 


those who can portray suc h eolor ian ae 
ful characters. We have lived with 
these folk They have been a part A FArmingdale 2-0816 
of our community life. Without 
them, our lives might have been a 
little le enriched, 

Emily B. Steffen 


South Egremont, Mas “ R ECORDS 


Note: Mrs. Stetfens was at one . : : : 
time a member of the faculty of 4 RCA -Columbia- Decc: 
nr State Institute, Farmingdals ' Wide Salectian of 
sal 


POPULAR 
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cing a mother, it Was nece oF CHILDREN’S 


ef the ownership, management to know a little about sewing, b 
etc., required by tne act of Con knew I aid not know ? ina 
rre of August 24, 1912, a yoints” of dressmaking. After ma rw 
a led by rs Acts of March 3 o a thorough = investigaticn, AMI I y RADIO 
1933, and July 2, 1946, of the Long found that your school offered the For Quality Service on TV 
Island Forum, published menthly ecurse In which I was most inter Onthe Triangle A Mityville 4-1177 
at Amityville, N.Y., for October 1 ested. 
1953 Miss Traphagen, I want to take 
rhe name and address of the this opportunity to thank you for 
vublisher and editor is Paul Bailey what I have accomplished. The ares ceSA . iia 
Amityville, N.Y , I‘lacement Bureau at Traphagen i AMITY AUTO SALES 
The owner is Paul Bailey, Amity remarkable. The position you ob Chevrolet Agency 
ville, N.Y tained for me has proved most 
The known bondholders, mort atisfactory. I am still with the 
payee and other ecurity holder ame company and no do ibt you 
owning or holding 1 percent o1 will be pleased to know that my 
more of total amount of bond alary has more than doubled 
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For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
lel. AMityville 4-0909-4-0910 








mortyave or other securities are Also, I am. still retaining § the 

None ame apartment you obtained for 
Paul Bailey, Publisher me! 

Sworn to and subscribed before me Again, thank you for giving 


this Ist day of October, 1953 middle-aged person the most won ar 
Hugo C. Waldau, Jr., derful opportunity of her life ( 
Ni Public am most happy in my worl 








tary 
My commission expires March Very sincerely your 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, Inc. 
M1, 1955 Jessie B. Est 
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World’s Longest Hair Lady 


Little Brookhaven on the South 
Shore of Long Island has the 
unique honor of being the birch- 
place, and for many years the 
home, of Mrs. Ellen Swezey Petty, 
the longest haired lady of America. 
She was a nextdoor neighbcr to me 
in my youthful days, in the late 
1880s. She was quite tall, and when 
standing her hair swept the floor. 

Her hair was lustrous black, 
lightly coarse, and always immacu- 
ately groomed. It was fascinating to 
me to watch her “do” her hair in 
the morning if I happened to be 
over there on an errand for my 
mother. She used to brush as far as 
she could reach—then loop it over 
ler arm—repeating the process 
till finished, then coil it around 
and around her head. 

Her hats were small and of her 
own handiwork and looked cute 
atcp those heavy coils. Her par 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Swezey. 
were slender and of ordinary 
height, but their only child “Mrs 
Ellen” was tall, of fairly large 
frame, pleasingly plump, and with 
a face of finely chiseled and hand- 
some features. 

Mrs. Ellen exhibited one year 
with Barnum’s Cireus, but only 
one year, as her husband objected 
The Seven Sutherland Sisters who, 
according to Mrs. Ellen, were not 
sisters in fact, made several offers 
to her to join them on their tours 
of exhibiting their hair which was 
not nearly as long as hers, but she 
steadfastly refused. 

Ellen’s first husband was Capt 
John Petty who was lost at sea near 
Cape Hatteras. I have a faint mem 


Continued on next page 
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ory of the tragedy happening near 
Christmas time. My father read 
the account of it in his daily pape 
pr.bably the New York Herald 
Hie immediately went over to 
Ellen’s house. I think she had not 
yet beer notifed. I remember that 
on returning home he told my 
mothe he “had not the heart to 
tell Ellen.” 


The reason for t.e delay in her 
learning of her was) prob 
ably due to the fact that there was 
no Telegraph System nearer than 
Patchogue, six miles distant. In 
cidentally, in those days I think 
the only such system on Long Is 
land was that of the Franklin 
Telegraph Co. I have a telegram 


loss 


Continued next page 
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Capt. Henry Kk. Hawkins, in 1874 
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Here's why it pays to buy 


(cas 


clothes dryer 


an automatic 


A Gas dryer saves time, work, clothes. Lets 
you wash any time, even at night. Dries clothes 
in minutes, gently, evenly, automatically. Come 
see a demonstration of one of the top brands. 
FREE installation —if you act now! 











“Much, much fluffier towels” 


They're tumble-tossed in a current of 
warm air, come out fluffy and wonderfully 
sweet-smelling. 
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“T buy far fewer children’s clothes now” 


You buy less because a 
Gas dryer makes it easy to 
wash more often. It’s so speedy 


it dries clothes in minutes! 
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I don’t even have 
to iron pajamas” 
It's hard to believe how 
amazingly free from wrinkles 
your clothes come out of a Gas 
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STERN’S 
Pickle Products, Inc. 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 248; Night S91 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 

Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1840 
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YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


‘Ohe ‘Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 


is primed to meet the better taste. 


\venue Tel. AMityville 4-4000 
“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO'VE TRIED IT” 


123 Louden Amityville, L. 1. 























